
 Skills Vocabulary 
Curriculum Ladder 

Science – Thinking scientifically 

 

question, equipment, identify, 

observation, investigate, data 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery 

Reception Can you say why things might happen?                  

Can you describe what you can see?                     

Can you answer how questions?                                

Can you ask why questions? 

Year 1 

Year 2 

Greater 

Depth 

 

 Depth 
Can you ask a simple question?                               

Can you use simple equipment?                                  

Can you record data?                                                  

Can you make an observation? 

 

Can you gather and record data?                                    

Can you investigate to classify?                                            

Can you plan a simple investigation?                                      

Can you talk about why a fair test is 

important? 
 

classify, predict, fair test, compare, 

conclusion 

Can you say what you can see? 

Can you answer why questions? 

 

Can you compare and interpret data?             

Can you ask a scientific question?             

Can you talk about alternative ways to 

carry out an investigation?  

look, touch, find, listen, hear, smell, show 

explore, observe, watch, changing, 

different, same 

alternative, interpret, evaluate 


